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this plain question, what is the will of the people? It is the power
of the French. . . . This has given a more fatal blow to the liber-
ties of mankind than any they have suffered, even from the boldest
attempts of the most aspiring monarch."

Therefore, Pitt went on, England must face the issue. " Unless
we wish to stand by, and to suffer State after State to be subverted
under the power of France, we must now declare our firm resolu-
tion effectually to oppose those principles of ambition and aggran-
disement which have for their object the destruction of England, of
Europe and of the world. ... If France is really desirous of main-
taining friendship and peace with England, she must show herself
disposed to renounce her views of aggression and aggrandisement,
and to confine herself within her own territory without insulting
other governments, without disturbing their tranquillity, without
violating their rights. And unless she consents to these terms,
whatever may be our wishes for peace, the final issue must be war."